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CALENDAR
Valentine’s Lady Night Out
March’s Officer’s Mtg.
March’s Dinner Meeting

20 Feb
06 Mar
20 Mar

BIRTHDAYS FOR
FEBRUARY
The following Sir Knights will
celebrate a birthday during the
month of February.
Rev Anthony Cacciapuoti
2 Feb
Edward Corral
8 Feb
Joseph R.Darga
11 Feb
Gerald N Liponi
14 Feb
Max F. Keller
18 Feb
Rev Cyril I Nnadi
19 Feb
Brian Klinge
25 Feb
For submissions or to receive the
Navigator by E-mail contact SK
Mike Betliskey at 745-1009 or email
bubs4carp@gmail.com

VALENTINE’S LADIES NIGHT OUT
Please, plan ahead for the traditional 4th degree
Valentine’s family celebration where all our wives will be
honored as they most truly deserve. On 20 FEBRUARY, we will
have our VALENTINE’S LADIES NIGHT OUT. Dinner will held at the
HIGH SIERRA GRILL 550 FIRESTONE ROAD OFF HOLLISTER AVE (SB Airport
property) in the banquet room with a “SOCIAL HOUR” AT 6:30 P,
DINNER AT 7 P, followed by an informal program. The meal
will include Tri Tip and chicken with rice pilaf, veggies,
salad, rolls and soft drink. The total price is $25 PER PERSON.
FOR MORE INFO FN Frank Donohoe call him at 967-4224 or email him at fdonohoe@aol.com

COLOR GUARD CALL OUT
Confirmation
FRIDAY APRIL 28 AT 7 PM at Our Lady of Sorrow
SATURDAY APRIL 29 AT 5:30PM at St Joseph
SATURDAY MAY 6 AT 4:30PM at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
FRIDAY MAY 26 AT 7PM at St Raphael
SATURDAY MAY 27 AT 10AM at St Raphael
(Lunch provided need reservation)
SATURDAY MAY 27 AT 2PM at St Raphael
SUNDAY JUNE 11 AT 3PM at Holy Cross
Bishop Diego High School Graduation
SATURDAY JUNE 3 AT 9:30 AM SB Courthouse Sunken Garden
Spirit of 76 Parade
TUESDAY JULY 4 AT 1P Downtown SB Meet at State St and
Micheltorena St
Members of the Color Corp contact PFN Ed Barrier if you
are able to be part of the Color Corp for any of these
celebrations.
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KEEP in YOUR PRAYERS
Gloria Merrigan, Sys Taylor Bradley
Stephens, son-in-law of Jack
Turney who has with a Stage IV
melanoma cancer, Mell Hueston,
Pauline Brokaski, wife of SK Fred
Brokaski, Bro. Don Sweet, SK
Robert J. Gauthier, Bro. Teo
Nungaray, SK Ray Centeno’s father,
SK James Delarvin, Lee Alfano
widow of SK Sam Alfano, SK Brian
Klinge, Terry Pugh , wife of SK Earl
Pugh; SK Larry Torres, SK Bill
McNamara, SK Felix Sanchez, SK
Al Meckelborg, Camille Moynihan,
widow of SK John Moynihan, Carol
McLafferty, widow of SK Bill
McLafferty, Denise Swiacki wife of
SK Walter Swiacki, Donna Abels
wife of SK Jim Abels, Anita Pullens
sisters-in-law to SK Felix Sanchez,
Sr. Teresa Meza, Sister of SK José
Meza, Joe Vampola, brother of SK
Mark Vampola, Nancy Herrera,
widow of SK Pablo Herrera, SK Joe
& Ruth Duwel, Daughter of PFN Jim
Garland, Christian Franzen, nephew
of SK Dn Wayne, Bro Dan Engler
(Council 1684), Eileen Pando,
widow of SK Joe Pando, Frances
Diani, wife of Bro. Frank Diani,
Father Lucio Juarez’s mother, Rosa,
Fr. Dennis Collins, Fr. Bruce, who is
having some medical issues, Fr.
James, who is having some medical
issues, Fr. David Velasquez of St
Joseph who is dealing with many
medical issues, Fr. Frank Colburn,
and Fr. Tomas Elis.
Pray for Pope Francis, our bishops,
priests and deacons who are our
spiritual leaders in our spiritual
community.
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POPE FRANCIS’ LENTEN MESSAGE FOR 2017
‘The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift’
Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. This
season urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to return to God “with all their hearts”
(Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the faithful
friend who never abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently awaits our return; by that patient
expectation, he shows us his readiness to forgive. Lent is a favorable season for deepening our spiritual life
through the means of sanctification offered us by the Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of
everything is the word of God, which during this season we are invited to hear and ponder more deeply. .
I would now like to consider the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (cf. Lk 16:19-31). Let us find
inspiration in this meaningful story, for it provides a key to understanding what we need to do in order to
attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere conversion.

1. The other person is a gift
The parable begins by presenting its two main characters. The poor man is described in greater detail: he is
wretched and lacks the strength even to stand. Lying before the door of the rich man, he fed on the
crumbs falling from his table. His body is full of sores and dogs come to lick his wounds (cf. vv. 20-21).
The picture is one of great misery; it portrays a man disgraced and pitiful. The scene is even more
dramatic if we consider that the poor man is called Lazarus: a name full of promise, which literally means,
“God helps”. This character is not anonymous. His features are clearly delineated and he appears as
an individual with his own story. While practically invisible to the rich man, we see and know him as
someone familiar. He becomes a face, and as such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human being whom God
loves and cares for, despite his concrete condition as an outcast. Lazarus teaches us that other persons are
a gift. A right relationship with people consists in gratefully recognizing their value. Even the poor person
at the door of the rich is not a nuisance, but a summons to conversion and to change. The parable first
invites us to open the doors of our heart to others because each person is a gift, whether it be our
neighbor or an anonymous pauper. Lent is a favorable season for opening the doors to all those in need
and recognizing in them the face of Christ. Each of us meets people like this every day. Each life that we
encounter is a gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. The word of God helps us to open our eyes to
welcome and love life, especially when it is weak and vulnerable. But in order to do this, we have to take
seriously what the Gospel tells us about the rich man.

2. Sin blinds us

The parable is unsparing in its description of the contradictions associated with the rich man (cf. v. 19).
Unlike poor Lazarus, he does not have a name; he is simply called “a rich man”. His opulence was
seen in his extravagant and expensive robes. Purple cloth was even more precious than silver and gold, and
was thus reserved to divinities (cf. Jer 10:9) and kings (cf. Jg 8:26), while fine linen gave one an almost
sacred character. The man was clearly ostentatious about his wealth, and in the habit of displaying it daily:
“He feasted sumptuously every day” (v. 19). In him, we can catch a dramatic glimpse of the
corruption of sin, which progresses in three successive stages: love of money, vanity and pride. The Apostle
Paul tells us “the love of money is the root of all evils” (1 Tim 6:10). It is the main cause of
corruption and a source of envy, strife and suspicion. Money can come to dominate us, even to the point of
becoming a tyrannical idol (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 55 [Encyclical on Evangelization]). Instead of being an
instrument at our service for doing good and showing solidarity towards others, money can chain us and
the entire world to a selfish logic that leaves no room for love and hinders peace. The parable then shows
that the rich man’s greed makes him vain. His personality finds expression in appearances, in showing
others what he can do. But his appearance masks an interior emptiness. His life is a prisoner to outward
appearances, to the most superficial and fleeting aspects of existence (cf. ibid., 62). The lowest rung of this
moral degradation is pride. The rich man dresses like a king and acts like a god, forgetting that he is
merely mortal. For those corrupted by love of riches, nothing exists beyond their own ego. Those around
them do not come into their line of sight. The result of attachment to money is a sort of blindness. The
rich man does not see the poor man who is starving, hurting, lying at his door.
Looking at this character, we can understand why the Gospel so bluntly condemns the love of money:
“No one can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the
second, or be attached to the first and despise the second. You cannot be the
slave both of God and of money” (Mt 6:24).
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3. The Wo r d is a g i f t
The Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus helps us to make a good preparation for the approach of Easter. The liturgy of Ash Wednesday invites us to an experience quite
similar to that of the rich man. When the priest imposes the ashes on our heads, he repeats the words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return”. As it turned out, the rich man and the poor man both died, and the greater part of the parable takes place in the afterlife. The two characters
suddenly discover that “we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it” (1 Tim 6:7). We too see what happens in the
afterlife. There the rich man speaks at length with Abraham, whom he calls “father” (Lk 16:24.27), as a sign that he belongs to God’s people. This detail makes his life
appear all the more contradictory, for until this moment there had been no mention of his relation to God. In fact, there was no place for God in his life. His only god
was himself. The rich man recognizes Lazarus only amid the torments of the afterlife. He wants the poor man to alleviate his suffering with a drop of water. What he asks
of Lazarus is similar to what he could have done but never did. Abraham tells him: “During your life you had your fill of good things, just as Lazarus
had his fill of bad. Now he is being comforted here while you are in agony” (v. 25). In the afterlife, a kind of fairness is restored and life’s evils
are balanced by good.
The parable goes on to offer a message for all Christians. The rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his brothers, who are still alive. But Abraham answers:
“They have Moses and the prophets, let them listen to them” (v. 29). Countering the rich man’s objections, he adds: “If they will not listen
either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead” (v. 31). The rich man’s real
problem thus comes to the fore. At the root of all his ills was the failure to heed God’s word. As a result, he no longer loved God and grew to despise his neighbor. The
word of God is alive and powerful, capable of converting hearts and leading them back to God. When we close our heart to the gift of God’s word, we end up closing our
heart to the gift of our brothers and sisters.
Dear friends, Lent is the favorable season for renewing our encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbor. The Lord, who overcame the
deceptions of the Tempter during the forty days in the desert, shows us the path we must take. May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion, so that we
can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present in our brothers and sisters in need. I encourage all the faithful to
express this spiritual renewal also by sharing in the Lenten Campaigns promoted by many Church organizations in different parts of the world, and thus to favor the culture
of encounter in our one human family. Let us pray for one another so that, by sharing in the victory of Christ, we may open our doors to the weak and poor. Then we
will be able to experience and share to the full the joy of Easter.
From the Vatican, 18 October 2016,
Feast of Saint Luke the Evangelist
FRANCIS

INTERCESSION TO APOSTLE OF CALIFORNIA
PADRE JUNIPERO SERRA
O Lord Jesus Christ, reward the apostolic zeal of Your servant, Padre
Junipero Serra, who departing his native Spain, labored for the salvation
of souls in Mexico and California. Graciously deign by evident signs and
prodigies to glorify him, so that for the exaltation of Your Most Holy
Name, he may be elevated to the honors of the altar. Through Padre's
intercession kindly grant the special favor, I request.
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father
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One Nation, Under God

